
 

Town of Round Lake – Special Town Meeting of the Electors 

Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Town Hall, 10625 N County Road A, Hayward, WI 54843  

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:36 p.m. by Chairman Jim Strandlund. Attached is the list of 
electors that attended the meeting. Several residents were also present at the meeting. Supervisor 
Palmer, Supervisor Verbeck, Supervisor Wilson, Supervisor Jensen, Treasurer Payla and Clerk 
Leuschen were present at the meeting. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

3. Clerk’s Explanation of Procedures 

Clerk Frank Leuschen III reviewed procedures for the Special Town Meeting of the Electors. 

• Only qualified Town of Round Lake electors were eligible to vote. 

• Electors were required to sign in prior to voting. 

• Voting was conducted by motion, second, and majority hand count recorded by the Clerk. 

• Residency within the Town determined eligibility—no voter registration required. 

4. Certification of Proper Meeting Notice 

The Clerk certified that notice of the meeting was given in compliance with Wis. Stat. §§ 60.12(3) and 
60.80, including publication as a Class 2 notice in the Sawyer County Record and posting at the Town 
Hall, Recycling Center, and on the Town website. 

5. Discussion and Possible Action – Compensation and Cost-of-Living Adjustment for Elected 
Officials (Term April 2026 – April 2028) 

The Clerk reviewed current board compensation and cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) provisions. 
Following brief discussion, a motion to table the item until later in the meeting was made and carried 
(43 ayes – 0 Nays – 13 Abstention). The matter was moved to Item 11 on the agenda. 

6. Resolution 04-2025 – Elector Resolution Endorsing the Town Board’s Resolution to Exceed 
the Levy Limit (Wis. Stat. § 66.0602(5)) 

The Clerk outlined Resolution 03-2025, adopted by the Town Board, requesting elector approval to 
increase the 2025 payable-2026 levy from $410,428 to $660,428 (an increase of $250,000). He 
summarized the levy-limit formula, the Town’s net-new-construction adjustment ($583), and estimated 



 

tax-rate impact (from $0.658 to $1.06 per $1,000 valuation). The Clerk also reviewed the Town’s debt 
obligations (approx. $376,864 for the boat landing, fire truck, and plow truck) and noted that Town 
reserves had declined from over $500,000 to under $200,000 due to capital projects such as Callahan 
and South Shore Road. Public comment addressed road maintenance costs, long-term fiscal planning, 
and whether the increase would be permanent. After discussion, the vote was 2 ayes – 53 nays – 1 
abstention. Resolution 04-2025 failed. 

7. Resolution 05-2025 – Adoption of the 2025 Town Tax Levy to be Collected in 2026 (Wis. Stat. 
§ 60.10(1)(a)) 

Because Resolution 04-2025 failed, electors next considered adoption of the total tax levy as 
presented. Following discussion, the vote was 0 ayes – 55 nays – 1 abstention. 
Resolution 05-2025 failed. 

8. Resolution 06-2025 – Adoption of Levy at Maximum Allowable Amount under State Law 

After the failure of Resolutions 04-2025 and 05-2025, electors considered Resolution 06-2025, 
authorizing the Town to set the 2025 levy at the maximum allowable amount of $410,428 under state 
law. 

• A motion was made to table the item until the next Special Meeting following the Budget 
Hearing; the motion carried (43 ayes). 

• Later in the meeting, a motion was made and seconded to un-table Resolution 06-2025; the 
vote was 37 ayes – 0 nays – 19 abstentions. 

• After further discussion, the electors voted to adopt Resolution 06-2025 by a vote of 41 ayes – 1 
nay – 14 abstentions. 
Resolution 06-2025 adopted. 

9. Compensation and Cost-of-Living Adjustment for Elected Officials (Continued Discussion) 

Following completion of the levy resolutions, the meeting returned to discussion of elected official 
compensation for the 2026–2028 term. 

• Initial Motion: To keep the base pay the same and retain the cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA). The motion was made and seconded. 
After discussion, both the motion and second were withdrawn. 

• Second Motion: To keep the base pay the same but remove the COLA. The motion was 
made, seconded, discussed, and voted on. 
Vote: 17 ayes – 30 nays – 9 abstentions. 
Motion failed. 

• Third Motion: To increase the base pay to $601.12 and remove the COLA. The motion was 
made, seconded, discussed, and voted on. 
Vote: 5 ayes – 28 nays – 23 abstentions. 
Motion failed. 



 

• Fourth Motion: To keep the current base pay and retain the cost-of-living adjustment. The 
motion was made, seconded, discussed, and voted on. 
Vote: 24 ayes – 4 nays – 28 abstentions. 
Motion carried. 

10. Adjournment 

With no further business, the Special Town Meeting of the Electors adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Frank Leuschen III, Town Clerk 

Town of Round Lake, Sawyer County, Wisconsin 
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